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Viewing  cable  05NEWDELHI8892,  INDIA  CAUTIOUSLY  WELCOMES  NEW  SRI  LANKAN  PRESIDENT 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #05NEWDELHI8892. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

05NEWDELHI8892  2005-1 1-23  12:54  201 1-08-30  01 :44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  New  Delhi 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/the-india-cables/articlel554Q90.ece 

This  record  is  a partial  extract  of  the  original  cable.  The  full  text  of  the  original  cable  is  not  available. 

CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  04  NEW  DELHI  008892 
SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 11/23/2015 
TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  PTER  MASS  CE  IN 

SUBJECT:  INDIA  CAUTIOUSLY  WELCOMES  NEW  SRI  LANKAN  PRESIDENT 
Classified  By:  PolCouns  Geoff  Pyatt,  for  Reasons  1.4  (B,  D) 

f.  1 . (C)  Summary:  The  GOI  called  Mahinda  Rajapakse's  victory  in  the  November  17  Sri  Lankan  Elections  a ""wake-up  call  for  India""  and  plans  to 

LTTE  Boycott  a Sign  of  Weakness 


T2 . (C)  In  a meeting  with  PolCouns  and  Poloff  on  November  23,  MEA  Joint  Secretary  for  Sri  Lanka,  Bangladesh  and  Burma  Mohan  Kumar  emphasized  t 

But  Rajapakse  Victory  Strengthens  the  LTTE 


f3 . (C)  Highlighting  the  benefits  the  LTTE  gains  from  Rajapakse's  victory,  Sri  Lanka  watcher  and  Prabhakaran  biographer  M.R.  Narayan  Swamy  cor 

Rajapakse:  Hawkish  Campaigner  but  Moderate  President? 


f4 . (C)  MEA's  Deputy  Secretary  for  Sri  Lanka  Anupam  Rae  was  hopeful  that  Sri  Lankan  President  Mahinda  Rajapakse's  hawkish  campaign  rhetoric  ws 
f.5 . (C)  P.  Sahadevan,  a Professor  of  Sri  Lankan  studies  at  Jawaharlal  Nehru  University,  was  less  optimistic  about  the  JVP ' s likely  influence  c 
GOI ' s Private  Message  for  Rajapakse 


f.6 . (C)  Joint  Secretary  Kumar  suggested  that  the  GOI ' s first  post-election  priority  is  ensuring  that  the  cease-fire  does  not  break  down  in  lie 

India  Crossing  the  Rubicon  on  its  Role  in  Sri  Lanka 


f.  7 . (C)  In  light  of  the  stalled  peace  process  and  the  potential  for  further  decline,  Kumar  commented  that  the  GOI  ""prefers  to  be  hands  off,"" 
f.8 . (C)  Although  the  Norwegian  government  told  Kumar  that  the  LTTE  would  like  India  to  play  a facilitation  role,  Kumar  insisted  that  the  GOI  v 
Rajapakse  Comes  to  Delhi 


f.9 . (C)  Indian  Sri  Lankan  watchers  are  predicting  that  the  GOI  will  have  a tough  message  for  Rajapakse  when  he  visits  Delhi  on  his  first  Presi 
J.10.  (C)  Desk  Officer  Rae  noted  that  Rajapakse  is  likely  to  press  for  concluding  the  Comprehensive  Economic  Partnership  Agreement  and  enlistir 
Comment:  GOI  and  USG  Must  Support  Continued  CFA 

f.11.  (C)  Compared  to  New  Delhi's  Sri  Lanka  watchers,  the  GOI  was  less  gloomy  about  the  implications  of  Rajapakse's  victory.  Indian  analysts  s 
.5.12.  (U)  Visit  New  Delhi's  Classified  Website:  (http://www.state.sgov.g0v/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
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